Japanese consonants (3)


(6) The consonant /m/

　You close your lips to obstruct your voice. The consonant /m/ is an obstructed voice. The voice, obstructed by the closed lips, comes out of the nose. 

Exercise 15

matu (to wait ), ima (now ),  koma (a top ), tama (a ball ), tuma (a wife ), miso (a Japanese food made from beans ), imi ( meaning ), umi ( the sea ), kami ( the god ), tumi ( a crime ), tomi ( wealth ), kamu ( to bite, to chew ), sumu ( to live, to reside ), nomu ( to drink ), mei ( a niece ), ame ( rain ), kame ( a tortoise ), same ( a shark ), hime ( a princess ), imo ( a potato, a sweet potato ), kumo ( cloud ), kamo ( a duck )

mati ( a town ), mato ( a target ), mame ( beans ), mise ( a shop ), miti ( a road, a way ), kami ( paper ), semi ( a cicada ), nami ( wave ), mimi ( an ear ), musi ( an insect, a worm ), ame ( a candy, a sweet ), kome ( rice ), tume ( a nail ), momo ( a peach ), mono ( a thing, a person ), simo ( frost )
　

(7) The consonant /r/

 The consonant /r/ is called liquid. Liquid has a variety of sounds represented by the letters l and r. Japanese has only one liquid /r/. The liquid /r/ is articulated in a variety of ways in languages of the world. The most common /r/ is the trill /r/ which is used in Italian, Spanish, Arab, Russian, etc.  You do not trill your tongue tip for Japanese /r/. The articulation point for Japanese /r/ is the same as for /d/. You flap your tongue tip against the gum. Japanese /r/ is something like a weakened /d/.

Exercise 16:

kara ( empty ), sora ( the sky ), kari ( hunting ), suri ( a pickpocket ), sori ( a sleigh ), kiru 
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(to cut ), kuru ( to come ), toru ( to take ), naru ( to become ), miru ( to look ), kuro ( black ) 
siro ( white )

ura ( the back ), sara ( a dish ), tera ( a temple ), tora ( a tiger ), hara ( a stomach ), mura ( a village ), ari ( an ant ), kiri ( fog ), kuri ( a chestnut ), siri ( a buttock ), turi ( fishing ), tori ( a bird ), nori ( paste ), mori ( a forest ), hiru ( noon, daytime ), keru ( to kick ), siru ( to know ), neru ( to lie, to sleep, to go to bed ), noru ( to ride ), iro ( color ), huro ( a bath ) 


(8) The consonants /y/ and /w/

 The consonants /y/ and /w/ are sometimes called semivowels. The vowels /i/ and /u/, when used as consonants, are represented by the letters y and w. In today’s Japanese /ya/, /yu/, /yo/ are the only syllables with /y/. The syllables /yi/ and /ye/ do not exist.
 The syllable /wa/ is the only syllable with /w/, the syllables /wi/, /we/, /wo/ existed in ancient Japanese but they are not in usage today.

Exercise 17:

yane ( a roof ), yomu ( to read ), yoru ( night ), yuu (evening ),  saya ( a pod ), mayu ( an eyebrow )

yama ( a mountain ), yami ( darkness ), yamu ( to stop ), yari ( a spear ), oya ( a parent, a father or a mother ), heya ( a room ), yuka ( a floor ), yuki ( snow ), yuku ( to go ), yumi ( a bow ), yume ( a dream ), yuri ( a lily ), yoko ( side )

Exercise 18:

wana ( a trap ), wani ( a crocodile ), waru ( bad ), awa ( millet ), kawa ( skin, leather )

waki ( an armpit, a side of the body ), wasi ( an eagle ), waru ( to devide, to break ),
iwa ( a rock ), kawa ( a river ), niwa ( a garden )
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