4. Japanese consonant (2)

(3) The consonant / s /

 The consonant /s/ is articulated with the same parts of the mouth as /t/. But the breath is not stopped by the tip of the tongue pressing the gum. The pressing is released and breath comes out of the narrow space between the gum and the tip of the tongue producing a continuous, fricative sound.
 Among the five syllables with /s/, /si/ is irregularly formed just like /t/ and /tu/.

Exercise11:

saku (to split), sake (a salmon), soto (outside, outdoors), asa (morning),kasa (an umbrella),  kesa (this morning), ase (sweat), uso (a lie), soko (there)

saka (a slope), saki (a tip, a point), sake (alcohol, Japanese sake), asa (flax, linen),
esa (food for animals, feed), kusa (grass, herb), kasu (to lend), asu (tomorrow), isu (a chair), osu (to push), kosu (to go over), tasu (to add), seki (a cough), kuse (a habit), soko (a bottom) 

 Do not pronounce Japanese /si/ like /si/ in English sick, sit, sing, etc. It is often spelled shi, because it is pronounced a little like English spelling shi as in shift, ship, shiver, etc.
In fact, Japanese /si/ is articulated approximately at the middle of English /si/ and /shi/, employing the middle part of the tongue and of the palate employed for them. For this reason, English speaking people often lack exactitude in pronouncing Japanese words spelled shita, shima, shiro, etc. and vice versa Japanese people in pronouncing English ship, she, sheep, etc. We adopt si spelling instead of shi.

Exercise12:

kasi (a Japanese tree like an oak), sii (a Japanese tree like a chinquapin)

sio (salt), sika (a deer), siki (a ceremony ), siku (to spread ), sita (down, under ), asi (a foot ), isi (a stone ), usi (cattle, a cow, a bull ), kisi (a shore ), kusi (a comb ), kosi (a waist ), susi (sushi ), tosi (a year, age )
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(4) The consonant /n/

 Japanese /n/ is pronounced like English /n/ as in net, name, nine, etc.

Exercise 13:

naka (inside ), nasu (an eggplant ), neko (a cat ), nuu (to sew ), ana (a hole ), ani (an older brother ), ono (an ax ), tane (a seed )

naku (to weep, to cry ), nasi (a pear ), natu (summer ), nisi (the west ), netu (heat, fever ), ane (an older sister ), inu (a dog ), kane (money ), kani (a crab ), suna (sand ) tana (a shelf ), tuno (a horn) 

(5) The consonant /h/

 Japanese /h/ is pronounced like English /h/ as in hat, hit, hot, etc.　Five syllables with /h/ are /ha/, /hi/, /hu/, /he/, /ho/. /hu/ is often spelled /fu/, because it is articulated with narrowed lips. But /f/ in Japanese spelling is not pronounced in the same way as English /f/ as in full, fish, fit, face, etc, articulated with the teeth touching the lower lips. We adopt hu spelling instead of fu. The teeth must not touch the lips when you pronounce Japanese /hu/, even when it is spelled fu.

Exercise 14:

ha (a leaf, a tooth ), hi (fire, the sun, a day ), hai (yes ), hasi (chopstiks ), hato (a dove ), huku (to blow ), hune (a ship ), hina (a young bird ), hoo (cheeks )

[bookmark: _GoBack]hai (ash), hae (a fly ), haka (a tomb ), hako (a box ), hata (a flag ), hati (a bee ), hana (a flower ), hiku (to draw, to pull ), hito (a person, people, a human ), hiza (a knee ), huku (to wipe ), huta (a lid ), hue (a whistle), heso ( anavel ), hei (a fence ), hone (a bone ), hosi (a star ), 
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